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FIVE ORGANS IN SOUTHERN PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2019 

arranged by Paul Birckner 

St. Mary's Catholic Church,  
13401 Piscataway Road, Clinton Md. 20735 

Please use rear parking lot on south side of  the new Church. 
10 - 11:50 AM   

St. Mary’s Chapel  (the old Church)  
C.E. Morey opus 179 (1902) 

Wigton Pipe Organs Opus 38R (2017) 2 manuals, 10 ranks, mechanical action 
Please use rear parking lot on south side of  the new Church. 

11 - 11:45  
New Church 

Gress-Miles Organ Company (1989) 
2 manuals and pedal, 30 ranks, electro-mechanical action 

LUNCH 
12:00 - 1:45  

Lunch at Mama Stella's Ristorante Italiano,  
7918 Old Branch Avenue, Clinton, Maryland 20735 
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2-2:45 PM 
 Hope Lutheran Church   

6201 Coventry Way,  Clinton, Md. 20735     
Hinners Organ Company, Opus 3297 (c. 1910) 
1 manual and pedal, 6 ranks, mechanical action 

2:45 PM 
Home of  Barbara and Paul Birckner,   

 6606 Farmer Dr., Fort Washington, Md. 20744 
Detlev Kleuker (1972), 1 manual and pedal, 10 ranks, mechanical action 

E. F. Walker (c. 1970), 2 manuals and pedal, 9 ranks. 

     DIRECTIONS 

 From Virginia:  Beltway I 95 - Cross Wilson Bridge.  Exit at 3A Indian 
Head Highway South (Md. 210).  Drive 6 mi.  Turn left onto Livingston 

Road.  Drive 2.5 mi.  Turn left onto Piscataway Road at light.  Drive 
0.8 mi to church on the left.  Park in lot on south side of  the new church. 

 From eastern side of  the beltway:  Take exit 7A (Md.5/Waldorf). Drive 
4.3 mi.  Take exit to Woodyard Rd./ Clinton, bear right. (Woodyard Rd. 

gets a name change when it crosses Old Branch Ave. At that point it is 
called Piscataway Rd.)  Drive 6.7 mi.  St. Mary's is on the right.  Park 

and go into the old Church. 

To Mama Stella's restaurant at 7918 Old Branch Ave., Clinton. Turn left 
out of  St. Mary's.  Drive 6 mi.  Take a left at the light on to Old 
Branch Avenue.  Drive 1 mi. Restaurant will be on your right. 

To Hope Lutheran:  Turn right from the restaurant.  Drive to light. 
Turn left onto Coventry Way.  Church is on the left. 

To the Birckner home: Turn right from church.  At the light turn left 
and drive 0.3 mi.  Turn left at light onto Kerby Road.  At the end of  

Kerby Road turn right onto Temple Hill Road.  Drive 1.1 mi.  Go through 
the light and take first left onto Farmer Dr. Drive 0.3 mi. to 6606 on 
right.  Look for half  circle in front. Park in half  circle or on garage 

side of  house.
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OCTOBER CRAWL REVIEW by Carl Schwartz 

The Sunday October 27, 2019 crawl was an atypical format for chapter events. After our 2018 visit 
to organs in Hanover, Pennsylvania was cancelled due to weather related issues affecting organs 
there it was decided that the best way to take in what is the eighth largest pipe organ in the world 
was to hear it in concert. In all about thirty chapter members and friends made the trip to hear a 
spectacular program presented by Simon Johnson, organist of  St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, UK at 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 30 West Chestnut Street, Hanover, Pennsylvania. Johnson played a 
smashing good program: 

Fantasia and Fugue in G, Op. 188  Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) 
from the Orgelbuuchlein/Orgelbuchlein Project: 

Liebster Jesu BWV 633   J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Nun ruhen alle Wälder  Jacques van Oortmerssen (1950-2016) 

Fantasia and Fugue in G minor (BWV 542)   - Bach 
from the Orgelbuuchlein/Orgelbuchlein Project: 

Wohl dem der in Gottes furcht steht    Simon Johnson (b. 1975) 
Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten  (BWV 642)  - Bach 

Fantasia and Toccata in D minor   Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1925) 
INTERVAL 

Marche Héroïque    A. Herbert Brewer (1865-1924) 
Andante Sostenuto from  Symphonie Gothique   Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

Prélude et Fugue sur le nome d’Alain   Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986) 
Elegy   George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987) 

Orb and Scepter    William Walton (1902-1983), arr. William McKie (1901-1984) 

 Johnson showcased many of  the tonal possibilities found in this instrument and the writer, 
admittedly a representative for Austin, the builder, is enchanted by the contrasted and lovely softer 

DUES RENEWAL 

It is time to renew your chapter membership by paying Annual Dues.  Send a 
check for $14 to our treasurer Carolyn Booth, 9200 LaBelle Lane, Gaithersburg, MD  20879. 
Include any address changes or other changes to contact information. Carolyn writes: 

Please do not forget to donate a minimum of  $10.00 or more towards the Biggs Fellows program 
run by the Organ Historical Society. Last year we raised $1725.00 and were able to support one of  
the chosen fellows. We have leftover money which will go towards the donation to the OHS 
Convention which will be in Columbus, Ohio July 26th-31st. Thank you for you support and 
whatever you are able to give to this outstanding program. 
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and mezzo voices that abound. The new chorus work is splendid and credit for this goes to Michael 
Fazio, President and Tonal Director of  Austin and the highly skilled voicing/finishing staff. Ben 
Boellner, part of  the Austin team, did an admirable job over a period of  two weeks preparing the 
organ for the program. 

The rank count of  Austin Organ Co./Austin Organ’s Inc. Opus 1215 (1925-present) stands at 238 
according to the church. The factory says 240. The curator suggests there may be 247 ranks total, 
perhaps a factor of  how mixture ranks are counted. No matter, there are plenty. One could still add 
an unenclosed Positiv division which would have many uses, a not entirely tongue-in-cheek 
comment.  This is an American organ, not English, nor French, nor German, but sui genesis, a 
comprehensive and lavish Orchestral instrument. As Herbert Springer, long time organist of  the 
church insisted, in spite of  its size, it is a liturgical instrument to accompany the services of  the 
Church to the Glory of  God. 

Excerpts (images) from the Church’s brochure follow. The full brochure can be found on the 
Church’s website. Additional photos of  the organ, taken by Gordon Biscomb are on the Chapter 
Facebook Page. Our thanks to Scott Fredericks, the Music Director and Organist for his warm 
hospitality to Hilbus Chapter. Thanks to Frances and Amanda Becker for suggesting a post-concert 
dinner venue enjoyed by many who attended. 
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