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HOME ORGAN CRAWL 
Saturday, July 22, 2017 

10:00 a.m. 
Residence of Richard Foth 
10384 Bristerburg Road 
Catlett, Virginia 20119 

1846 E. & G. G. Hook (with Pedal from 1890) I-6,    1902 M. P. Möller  II-10, c. 1932, 
M. P. Möller theatre organ II-6,  Estey 2 man/pedal reed organ, anonymous 2 man/

pedal reed organ, 1930 Wurlitzer theatre organ II-4, c. 1790 English piano, and other 
reed organs and harmoniums. 

———————————————————— 
Directions:  Take I-495 (Beltway) to I-66 west (towards Front Royal).  Take I-66 exit 44, which is VA 
Route 234 south (Prince William Parkway).  Do not take Route 234 Business (Manassas).  From route 
234 south, take Route 28 south (Nokesville).  Stay on Route 28 through Catlett.  After several miles 
from Catlett, turn left on Route 616 south, which is Bristerburg Road.  Continue on Bristerburg Road 
for approximately 2 miles.  There will be an S curve in the road, and after Richard’s driveway will be on 
the right hand side, with a large mail box with balloons attached.  The address is 10384 Bristerburg 
Road.  Drive to the end of a very long dirt driveway, maybe  1/2 mile long.  His house will be on the 
left, and his barn in front. 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
Chairman:  Gerald Piercey, 4008 Decatur Avenue, Kensington, MD  20895                                 (301) 933-1503 
Vice-Chairman:  Peter Crisafulli, 37 Big Acre Square, Gaithersburg, MD  20878                        (301) 977-2370 
Secretary-Treasurer:  Carolyn Lamb Booth, 9200 LaBelle Lane, Gaithersburg, MD  20879       (301) 869-6271 
Editor:  Kevin M. Clemens, 711 Court Square Way, Edgewood, MD  21040                         (410) 679-2271 
Editor-Advisor:  Carolyn Fix, 166 Battle Street, Vienna, VA  22180                         (703) 281-5046 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 



12:00 p.m. 
Lunch 

Directions:  Go back to Bristerburg Road and turn left.  Go to Route 28, turn right.  Go 
through Nokesville and several miles later turn left on Route 619.  This is Linton Hall Road.  
There will be a large water fountains on your left.  Go one block on Linton Hall Road to the 
first traffic light and turn left into the shopping center.  There will be several restaurants on 
your right as you enter the shopping center, including Fosters,  a Chinese, Vietnamese, and 
Italian (Tony’s NY Pizza). 
————————————————————————————— 

2:00 p.m. 
Residence of John and Kathy Ackley 

10401 Monterosa Place 
Manassas, Virginia 20110 

1893 Mason & Risch two manual/pedal Vocalion,   1906 Estey  (Style K) two manual/pedal 
reed organ,  1909 Weaver Reed Organ from York, Pennsylvania, and 1878 Estey Reed 

Organ. 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
Directions:   After lunch, return back to Route 28 north via Linton Hall Road.  Turn left onto 
Route 28 north.  Bear right onto Route 234 bypass south (Prince William Parkway).  Go to the 
first traffic light and turn left.  This is Clover Hill Road.  Go 3 blocks to Magenta Street.  Turn 
right and go one short block to Monterosa Place.  John Ackley’s address is 10401 Monterosa 
Place.  The Ackley’s residence is the gray house with a large porch on the corner,  It is visible 
from Magenta Street. 
————————————————-—————————————————————- 

Note:  There is no August 2017 Hilbus Chapter Newsletter due to the OHS Convention in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul. 

————————————————————————————— 
Information on the following organs was provided by the AGO Chapter of the Washington, DC 

website and the OHS database.  Photos by Gordon Biscomb and review by Kevin Clemens.



On Saturday, June 17, 2017 members of the Hilbus Chapter of the Organ Historical Society 
traveled by car or by metro to The Church of the Epiphany (Episcopal) located at 1317 G 
Street in the Northwest section of Washington, D.C.  We were met by Michael Hart at the 
church who gave us a history of the pipe organs at Epiphany.  Since the founding of 
Epiphany, the church has had five organs.  The first instrument, by an unknown builder, was 
installed in 1846, two years after the building was completed.  A rather quaint budget item of 
the day, however, was the $30 a year set aside for boys to pump the organ bellows.  
Coinciding with renovations of the church, an organ built by Henry Erben was installed in 
1859 and a third instrument, by the major builder of his day, E. G & G. Hook, was placed in 
the rear balcony in 1874.  It was 3 manual/pedal and 41 registers.  This was rebuilt and 
moved to the chancel in the early 1890’s and the present day chancel casework dates from 
this time.  In 1911 the Ernest M. Skinner Organ Co. built an instrument incorporating pipes 
from  the Hook and included new Skinner pipe work.  It was Opus 187, 4 manual/pedal, 28 
registers and 29 ranks.  In 1917, Skinner rebuilt the organ as Opus 187A and the organ 
became 4manual/pedal, 36 stops, 36 ranks and 52 registers. 

Epiphany’s current organ is dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of Adolph 
Torovsky, Organist-Choirmaster at Epiphany for almost 50 years.  Torovsky is known for his 
Christmas choral work titled “Softly the Stars Were Shining”  (copyrighted in 1939).  The 
father of one  of my sopranos (wonderful voice for age 88)  in my chancel choir at The Inter-
Faith Chapel of Leisure World sang under Adolph Torovsky and has a picture of the choir 
with her father and Torovsky.  The picture is of the old chancel area before the recent 
renovation.  The inaugural recital in March of 1968 followed the dedication which had 
occurred a week earlier, during the Sunday morning liturgy on February 25, 1968.  When first 
installed  as Opus 1485 of the Aeoline-Skinner Organ Co. the organ was 3 manual/pedal, 43 
stops, 33 registers and 50 ranks.    Acting Organist-Choirmaster Garnell Copeland 
(1942-1977) played the dedicatory recital.  The State Trumpet located in the gallery is in 
memory of Garnell.  He was only 34 when, returning from the Feasts of Lights service at 
Epiphany on January 6, 1977, he was attacked on the steps of his Capital Hill home; he died 
just after midnight in an ambulance enroute to the hospital. Additions over the last 40 years, 
to the instrument comprises 64 ranks and nearly 3,500 pipes.   Pipework existing from 
previous organs at Epiphany include the 8’ Bourdon in the Swell from the 1874 Hook and the 
8’ Spitzflöte from the 1911 E. M. Skinner organ.  Also from the 1911 E. M. Skinner are the 
twelve lowest wooden pipes of the Ophicleide in the Solo.  The Tuba, French Horn and 
English Horn were originally part of a large E. M. Skinner built for the Beacon Hill residence 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Farnham Greene, an instrument often played by Virgil Fox on 
his visits to Boston.  In 1982-85 the organ was rebuilt by the E. M. Skinner Co. of  New 
Hampshire. This included additions, rebuilt console, and a solid state combination action.   

The recent restoration of Epiphany’s organ by the Di Gennaro-Hart Organ Company has 
included much needed repair and re-leathering to the 40 year old instrument.  Included in the 
work was a new control/relay system and the addition of a second set of (south facing) solo 
shades.  However, this work forms the first phase of a longer-term plan which will hopefully, 
as funds allow, complete the instrument and restore its console.  





 

 

 

 



 
 

 



At 11:30 a.m. members left Epiphany and walked to “The Hamilton” located on 
14th Street  and had lunch.  After lunch we returned once again to Epiphany where 
we met by Jeremy Filsell, organist-choirmaster of Epiphany.  Filsell talked about 
the music program at the church and then sat down and from memory played 2 of 
the preludes and fugues from Opus 7 of Marcel Dupré.  The members then walked 
a few block to First Congregation Church located at 945 G Street in the Northwest 
section of Washington, D.C.    

When the church building was completed in 1868, it lacked a pipe organ.  It was 
not until 1873, Dr. Rankin, pastor, started raising funds to remedy this deficiency.  
Searching the OHS database I was unable to find out the identity of the three 
manual  tracker instrument.  The musical history of the church does not indicate a 
builder either.  Dr. John W. Bischoff was the organist starting in 1875.   
 
On June 10, 1920, a contract was signed 
with the E. M. Skinner Organ Co., of 
Boston, Massachuset ts for a new 
instrument at the cost of $30,000.00   Opus 
315, was a four manual and pedal organ of 
53 ranks.   

When a new church building was 
constructed in 1958 it was decided not 
move the E. M. Skinner organ.  A contract 
was signed in 1960 with Casavant Fréres of 
St. Hyacinthe, Canada for Opus 2618.  A 
three  manual and pedal organ of 41 ranks. 

In the third church building, built in 2011, 
the Casavant Pipe Organ was moved by 
Orgues Létourneau Ltée in 2012.  There 
are no visible pipes since the organ is in a 
large chamber in the front of the sanctuary.  
Létourneau made no tonal changes to the instrument but did provide a new three 
manual console.   

Three buildings:   








